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need of new buildings. An appropriation of $250,000 was 
asked for in the last report, with which to erect them on 
the plan of the hospital at Gane Hill, near London, but, so 
far as we are informed, was not granted. A small sum was 
appropriated a few years since with which two detached 
buildings were erected, and which can be incorporated in 
the proposed plan. We sincerely trust that it will not be 
long before definite and favorable action is taken in this 
matter. 


POLITICS AND STATE HOSPITALS FOR THE 
INSANE. 

It is nothing new to chronicle a complete change in the 
resident officers of an Ohio institution as a result of a change 
in the State politics. In comparing the last report of the 
Athens State Hospital with that of the preceding year, we 
find the name of but one resident officer in the former which 
appeared in the latter. Fortune in this instance favored an 
assistant physician whose political principles were demo¬ 
cratic. The change of the party power in the State induced 
a change in the official roster of this hospital from superin¬ 
tendent to cook. The woman physician was asked to 
yield her place during the political campaign to a voter. 
There is no doubt much to be gained oftentimes by an in¬ 
fusion of new blood into asylum management, but the Ohio 
method is not to be approved of. 

When an official staff is doing its work well, ably and 
harmoniously, there is nothing to be gained and much to 
be lost by so sweeping a change. No institution can undergo 
such a revolution in its organization without suffering there¬ 
from. It was this factor in their asylum management which 
lost to the State of Ohio the valuable services of the late 
Dr. Gundry. 

If appointments were made and held under civil service 
rules, removal being only for good and sufficient cause, and 
not because of political principles, the work of the officers 
of asylums for the insane would be much more satisfactory 
and the best interests of the patients correspondingly sub¬ 
served. 


CEsophagotomy was performed recently upon a patient 
in the Cork District Asylum for an obstruction in the 
throat and a stone weighing 630 grains removed. The pa¬ 
tient subsequently died from exhaustion after an attack of 
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maniacal excitement. At the post-mortem examination 
eight stones were removed from the intestines, one an inch 
and a quarter in length and' half an inch thick, and two 
rectangular stones almost as large, as well as smaller ones. 


FARMING* VS. INSANITY. 

In the report of the superintendent of the Harrisburg 
hospital, the generally received opinion that farmers are 
particulary liable to insanity is combated. Thirteen of the 
last year’s admissions were fanners and farm laborers. An 
exhaustive analysis of these case shows heredity to have 
been a dominant factor in all, and, says Dr. Gerhard. “It 
would be unjust to blame the occupation as having been 
the cause of the insanity. They would have probably be¬ 
come insane no matter what their occupation, and they be¬ 
came insane not because of it, but in spite of it. Farming, 
although a laborious and often a monotonous occupation, is 
not one that is conducive to the production of insanity. It 
is one of the most independent and healthful occupations 
that can be chosen by any young man, and the boy who 
leaves the farm for the precarious living that he may pick 
up in town or city runs much greater risks in every way 
than if he would remain in the country.” 


FRACTURED RIBS IN THE INSANE. 

It is popularly believed that the ribs of the insane are 
more brittle and therefore more easily fractured than those 
of persons in perfect health. Dr. J. Claye Shaw (St. Bar¬ 
tholomew s Hospital Report, xxvi., 1890) has investigated 
this point, determining the comparative strength of ribs in 
various forms of insanity by ascertaining the breaking 
weight of a rib fixed at one point and arranged to carry 
weights at the other. 

From an examination of forty-one cases, he arrives at 
the following conclusions: 

1. “That a considerable difference is found to exist not 
only in the weight of the ribs on the two sides of the body, 
but also in the average breaking weight.” 

2 “ That the lighter rib is often found to bear the heavier 
weight, and that there is no proportion between the weight 
of the rib and the number of pounds it is capable of sustain¬ 
ing, whence it would appear that physical conditions of 



